
SPIRITUS SANCTUS 
When the Spirit of truth comes He will guide 

you into all truth He will speak, He will  
declare and He will glorify. 

I pray that each of you had a blessed Christmas with your loved 
ones. The new year may bring big and small changes for 
you and your loved ones but we know that all things will 
happen in God’s plan if we open our hearts to Him and   
accept His Will. Have a very blessed 2021! 
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Newsletter deadline:   Within 15 days before the meeting!  Please submit articles/photos to:  Annie Knakmuhs, ofs,  maz1741@@gmail.com 

Meeting Information:   
St. Francis Catholic Church 

Fourth Thursday of every month     
5pm Eve Prayer; 5:30pm Mass 

Time: 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

 

Please Continue to give the daily gift of  prayer  
to those on our fraternity Prayer Calendar.  

If you have misplaced yours, talk to Annie. Also keep 
those on the Franciscan prayer line in your prayers. 

 May God bless you all in this New Year! 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Dear Lord, 
   So far today, God, I’ve done alright. I haven’t        
gossiped, haven’t lost my temper, haven’t been 
greedy, grumpy, nasty, selfish or over-indulgent. I’m 
very thankful for that. But in a few minutes, God, I’m 
going to get out of bed and from now on I’m going to 
need a lot of help. Amen    

-submitted by Kathy Flansburg, osf 

 

JAN / FEB / MAR 
If we’ve missed your important date, my apologies; please let Annie know. 

 

 

Birthday:      
   Jan 17 - Pat Rickaby 
   Jan 25 - Jan Lothert 
   Feb 13 - Michelle Johnson 
   Feb 25 -  Annie Knakmuhs 
   Feb 26 - Pat Walsh 
   Mar 30 - Colleen Seevers 
  

Rite of Admission: 
   Jan 25 - Kathy Flansburg, Clara Perlinger, Pat Walsh (2018) 
   Jan 28 - Jan Lothert (2016) 
   Feb 26 - Annie Knakmuhs, Margaret Schrader, Colleen Seevers (2011) 
   Feb 27 - Paula Brunt, Yvette Dullinger, Suzanne Gramer, Richard Hansen, 
    (2020) 
 
 

Profession:    
   Jan 27 - Rose Clack (2002)) 
 

Weddings / Ordinations / Vows:     
   Dec 23 -  Kathy   Bob† Flansburg    

   Feb 14 -  Judy   Tom Muehlbauer and  Margaret   Tom Schrader 

   Feb 22 - John   Kathy Kowalke  

Money is a convenient metric for those who desire superiority:  
the more you have, the better you are. But we know our value does 

not come from what we have or from being superior to others.  
Our value comes from being God’s daughters & sons.   (anonymous) 

 

The day after I was ordained, we had a little party and my dad stood 
up and made a toast. So, there my dad was, standing in the midst of 
these people, and he began to say, “My whole life, I have used my 
hands to heal people’s broken bodies. But from now on, my son  
Michael . . . um, Father Michael . . . will use his hands (at this point, 
he got choked up) . . . He will use his hands to heal broken souls. His 
hands will save even more lives than mine have.”    ~Fr. Mike Schmitz 

 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Queen of Peace Regional website:   
https:/queenofpeaceregion.org/ 

National Franciscan website:   
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/ 

Spiritus Sanctus Council Members 

 
 

Minister:  Rose Clack (612) 840-4469   
      rose.clack@yahoo.com 
Vice-Minister:  Annie Knakmuhs   (218) 821-8870 
      maz1741@gmail.com 
Formation Director:  Margaret Schrader  
                 (218) 751-7650     
   mrschrader@yahoo.com 
Treasurer:  Pat Rickaby (218) 829-2207 
   patriciarickaby@yahoo.com 
Secretary:  Jan Lothert (218)  831-2114 
      janlothert@gmail.com 
Spiritual Assistant: Esther Reagan (218) 820-9220 
      ea_reagan_28@msn.com 
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From the Encyclical Letter “Fratelli Tutti”    by Pope Francis 
Submitted by Pat Rickaby, ofs 

 

1.  “Fratelli Tutti.” With these words, St. Francis of Assisi addressed his brothers and sisters and proposed to them a way of life 
marked by the flavor of the Gospel. Of the counsels Francis offered, I would like to select the one in which he calls for a love 
that transcends the barriers of geography and distance, and declares blessed all those who love their brother “as much when 
he is far away from him as when he is with him.” In his simple and direct way, St. Francis expressed the essence of a fraternal 
openness that allows us to acknowledge, appreciate and love each person, regardless of physical proximity, regardless of 
where he or she was born or lives. 
 

2.  This saint of fraternal love, simplicity and joy, who inspired me to write the Encyclical Laudato Si’, prompts me once more to 
devote this new Encyclical to fraternity and social friendship. Francis felt himself a brother to the sun, the sea and the wind, yet 
he knew that he was even closer to those of his own flesh. Wherever he went, he sowed seeds of peace and walked alongside 
the poor, the abandoned, the infirm and the outcast, the least of his brothers and sisters.  

 

WITHOUT BORDERS 
 

3.  There is an episode in the life of St. Francis that shows his openness of heart, which knew no bounds and transcended 
differences of origin, nationality, color or religion. It was his visit to Sultan Malik-el-Kamil, In Egypt, which entailed considerable 
hardship, given Francis’ poverty, his scarce resources, the great distances to be traveled and their differences of language,  
culture & religion. That journey, undertaken at the time of the Crusades, further demonstrated the breadth and grandeur of his 
love, which sought to embrace everyone. Francis’ fidelity to his Lord was commensurate with his love for his brothers and       
sisters. Unconcerned for the hardships and dangers involved, Francis went to meet the Sultan with the same attitude he        
instilled in his disciples: if they found themselves “among the Saracens and other nonbelievers,” without renouncing their own 
identity they were not to “engage in arguments or disputes, but to be subject to every human creature for God’s sake.” In the 
context of the times, this was an extraordinary recommendation. We are impressed that some eight hundred years ago St 
Francis urged that all forms of hostility or conflict be avoided and that a humble and fraternal “subjection” be shown to those 
who did not share his faith 
 

4.  Francis did not wage a war of words aimed at imposing doctrines; he simply spread the love of God. He understood that 
“God is love and those who abide in love abide in God” (1 Jn 4:16). In this way, he became a father to all and inspired the vision 
of a fraternal society. Indeed, “only the man who approaches others, not to draw them into his life, but to help them become 
ever more fully themselves, can truly be called a father.” In the world of that time, bristling with watchtowers and defensive 
walls, cities were a theatre of brutal wars between powerful families, even as poverty was spreading through the countryside. 
Yet there Francis was able to welcome true peace into his heart and free himself of the desire to wield power over others. He 
became one of the poor and sought to live in harmony with all.  Francis has inspired these pages. 

——————————— 
I Admonitions, 6, 1. English translation in Francis of Assisi: Early Documents, vol 1., New York, London, Manila (1999), 131. 
Ii Ibid.,25: op. cit., 136 
Iii St. Francis of Assisi, Earlier Rule of the Friars Minor (Regula non bullata), 16: 3.6: op. cit. 74 
Iv Eloi Leclerc, O.F.M., Exil et tendresse, Ed. Franciscaines, Paris, 1962, 205. 

2018-2021 National Priority: Fraternity Life 
     Building Fraternity: Advice from Scripture and St. Francis.     by Mary Bittner, OFS, `Excerpt from Tau Fall 2020 Issus 101 
    

“Fidelity to their own charism, Franciscan and secular, and the witness of building fraternity sincerely and openly are their 
principal services to the Church, which is the community of love” (OFS General Constitutions Art. 100).  
   Given that building fraternity is intrinsic to Secular Franciscan life and forms one of our principal services to the Church, 
how do we go about it? St. Francis in his Earlier Rule and the words of Scripture give us much   practical  advice about            
fostering fraternity spirit and growth. Take some time to ponder each quotation. As followers of Christ in the footsteps of 
Francis, how might we put his words into practice?  
   Love is the basis of fraternity. “And they should love one another, as the Lord says: This is my commandment: that you 
love one another as I have loved you (Jn 15:12). And let them express the love which they have for one another by their 
deeds (cf. Jas 2:18), as the Apostle says Let us not love in word or in speech, but in deed and in truth (1Jn 3:18)” ER XI 5-6. 
“In brotherly love let your feelings of deep affection for one another come to expression” (Rm 12:10). This may seem so      
obvious as to be not worth mentioning, yet Francis stresses that a genuine love of the brothers and  sisters is of primary  
importance in fraternity life. He reminds us that it is easy to assume that we love  someone until we’re called upon to do it. 
   Make building fraternity a priority. “And wherever the brothers are and in whatever place they meet other brothers, they 
must greet one another wholeheartedly and lovingly, and honor one another without complaining (1 Pt 4:9)” ER VII 15.   


